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	Tool G — Living Career Plan: Annual Check-In



	Tool G· 💻 Fillable Digital Version
Living Career Plan: Annual Check-In
Save as: "CareerCheckIn_[YourName]_[Year].docx" each time you complete it



	How to Use This Tool
October 15, 2024         Age: 17



CHECK-IN DETAILS

	Date:                     Age:
Junior, Westside High School — working part-time at Brew & Co. Coffee. Applying to community college for Fall 2025 (plan to transfer to UT Austin for design in Year 3).



	Current Path / Role / School:
Completing the Figma beginner course and actually shipping a redesign project for the school newspaper. That was the first time I felt like a real designer — not just someone who likes design.







LOOKING BACK

	What am I most proud of from the past year?
I discovered I'm a much stronger communicator than I thought. Presenting the newspaper redesign to the editorial team was terrifying, but I got positive feedback and they actually used my designs. I also realized I'm naturally good at making things simple and clear for other people.

Next 12 months: Take on at least one more "real" presentation. Build my portfolio to 3 case studies. Consider taking a public speaking elective.



Question 1 — What strengths have I discovered or developed this year?
What strengths emerged or surprised me this year?

What will I do to further develop them over the next 12 months?

	Your answer
Creative freedom and doing work that actually helps people matter more to me now than I thought. I used to think I wanted a stable, predictable job. Now I realize I'd be miserable doing something repetitive.

Matters less: prestige for its own sake. I thought I wanted a "big company" name. After talking to designers at smaller studios, culture and the actual work matter more to me.



Question 2 — What do I value more — or less — than I did last year?
What matters more to me now than it did a year ago?

What matters less? Why do I think that shifted?

	Your answer
Yes — mostly. Community college to save money, then transferring to a design program, feels right. The only question is whether I'm building my portfolio fast enough alongside school. One small step: schedule a monthly "design day" to keep working on portfolio projects even during busy semesters.



Question 3 — Is my current path still aligned with those values?
Is my current work or education aligned with what I value most?
If not — what is one small step I could take toward better alignment?

	Your answer
Apply to one summer internship or shadow a UX designer for at least one full workday before graduation.

Start date: November 1, 2024.   What I'll learn: whether a real design environment matches what I've imagined — or surprises me.



Question 4 — What one experiment could I run in the next 90 days?
What is one thing I could try, explore, or test in the next 90 days?

Start date: ___/___/______     What will I learn from it?

	Your answer
Ms. Torres (UX Lead at Accenture Austin) — she gave me an informational interview in September and offered to look at my portfolio when it's ready.

How I'll reach out: Send her a LinkedIn message with my updated portfolio in January. Reference the specific advice she gave me and show her how I used it.



Question 5 — Who do I want to add to my Curiosity Network this year?
Who is one person I want to connect with in the next 12 months?

Why them — and how will I reach out?

	Your answer
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